
 

Purpose: 
This lesson will demonstrate how to add “color” to songs by replacing certain chords shown in 
the music. We will focus specifically on replacing (dominant) 7th chords with different voicings 
and extensions of the chord. Hopefully, these concepts will also expand your chord 
“vocabulary” with respect to the fret board. 
 
As a primer, please understand the following: 

• Extensions are built by adding notes to a 7th chord. Typically, the notes added are 9, b9, 
#9, 13, b13, 11, #11, b5, aug(#5). Additionally, we can combine these notes to form 
more complex chords. For example: C13b9, D7b13, A7#5b9. 

• Chord voicings use different fingerings on the fret board to represent the same chord 
but achieve a different sound. 

In both of these case, there are numerous references on the web that show these different 
chords on the ukulele. 
 
The general takeaway from this lesson is to give you the ability, while playing to replace any 7th 
chord that you come across with some other chord that adds a little more flavor to the song. 
Start small. It’s not necessary to memorize all possible chords and voicings. The simplest thing 
to do in the beginning is use a 9th chord instead of a 7th. 
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Nora	Bayes	/	Jack	Norworth

Shine	On	Harvest	Moon
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Are	You	Lonesome	Tonight?
Roy	Turk	/	Lou	Handman
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